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"The H jBtery ot the Kingdom.' 
Til* mystery of the kingdom lies 

In this that ChriBt bath died foe me; 
But see la that greet sac rl Boa, 

The other truth, "I died for thee." 
Tbe lile, on bleeding; Calvary given. 

Taught us the way our life to save. 
Alt truth all good, and God and heaven 

Are found in giving all we have. 
We give up all, and alt resume; 

We die the death, and life ia bom; 
Without the shadows of the tomb. 

There comes no resurrection morn. 
Pown to the grave, then let us haste, 

By tolling, suffering, bleeding, (riving; 
"Tli only thus our souls oan taste 

The risen bliss of heavenly living. 
—Prof. Upham. 

Various Exhortations. 

.Written by I'olyairp, a disoiple of Bt. 

John and bvrncdattht ttakt after 

being a Chrittian 80 ytart. 

"Bat the love ot money is the 
root ot all evils." Knowing there- 
fore, that "as we brought nothing 
into tbe world, eo we ca i carry 
nothing out," let us arm unr- 
eel vea with the armour of right- 
eousoesB; and let us teach, first 
of all, ourselves to walk in the 
commandments of tbe Lord. 
Next teach your wives [to walk] 
In the faith given to them, and 
in love and purity tenderly lov- 
ing their own husbands in all 
truth, and loving all [others] 
equally in all chastity ; and to 
train up their children in the 
knowledge and fear of God. 
Teach the widows to be discreet 
u respects the faith of the Lord, 
.praying continually for all, being 
far from all slandering, evil- 
speeking, false-witnessing, love 
of money, and every kind of evil; 
knowing that they are the altar 
of God, that he dearly perceives 
all things, anil that nothing is 
hid from bim, neither reasonings 
nor reflections, nor any one of 
the secret things of the heart. 


"My Chureh. 
•Upon tbie rook I 


will build 
my church" says the Lord. The* 
word my is not ueed by acoident. 
It ie an essential part ot the 
bleaaed declaration. Tbe Church 
is Christ's special property, and 
the object of his tenderest love. 
The relationship which exists be- 
tween Christ and his church is 
vital. It may be some farm 
laborer, whose name is on no 
oburch book of earth, but is 
written in heaven, or it may be 
some servant girl who hardly 
ever-enoke to a minister in her 
life, bat who holds coram union 
with God; bat Christ declares 
that the anion between him and 
them is so vital that a man had 
better have a millstone tied 
about hie neck, and be oast into 
the depths 01 the sea, than do 
them harm. This relationship 
is constantly kept before as by 
tbe sacred writers. If they 
■peak ot the chnrob as a flock, 
Christ is the shepherd. If they 
> speak' of it as a kingdom, he is 
the king. If they speak of it aa a 
bride, be is tbe Royal Husband. 
If they speak of it as a body, he 
Is the Head, giving it vitality 
and guidance. 

This marvelous union exists 
not only between Christ and his 
people, but it extends to every 
member. It it said that "blood 
is thicker than water" — yes, and 
thank God grace is thicker than 


views sad interpretations and 
creeds. De nomination alia m brings 
men together, bat grace makes 
them one forever. Tbe church 
of Christ is composed of those 
who may not be united with any 
char oh on earth, As an old 
brother once said, "we shall be 
surprised to see some in heaven 
that we never expected would be 
there ; then there would-be some 
absent we surely expected to see 
there ; and then the greatest 
wonder of all will be that we are 
there ourselves." "To as many 
as deceived him, to them gave 
he the power, the privilege of be. 
coming. the eons of God, even to 
as many as believed on bis name. 
Jesus says "I will birrld my 
church." It is a building, or 
rather likened to one, so we read 
ot stones, workmen, bouse and 
temple. Of this glorious struc- 
ture it had been foretold by Zach 
sriah that Christ should be the 
Builder. Yea, he is the great 
Architect, the Wise Master 
Builder, and "in bis hand all the 
building, fitly framed together, 
growing into a holy temple of 
the Lord." It is this which dis- 
tinguishes Christ's church from 
all material, denominational or 
national churches. Material 
churches, however magnificent, 
are built by men , denomination- 
al churches are iormed by coun- 
cils and conferences ; national 
churches are set up by rulers 
and kings ; but Christ's ohureh 
is his own workmanship, and 
will ever be a monument of his 
wisdom and power. 

It is his privilege and preroga 
tive to prepare the material of 
which the building is compobed. 
By nature man is entirely unfit 
to enter into the building. Man 
is sinful, polluted and depraved. 
No matter in wLat capacity or 
position man is found, without a 
a preparation he is not fit tor, the 
temple of Jehovah. Here then 
is a problem — a dead world out 
ot which to manufacture an ever- 
lasting temple — a world of sin- 
ners out of which to make a 
world of saints. Can man or 
angels accomplish this ? Alas, 
no! Man can as soon make a 
world as make a Christian. I 
know there are those who say 
that it can be done by ordained 
fingers applying consecrated 
water to the forehead of the 
slumbering bane. We can make 
Methodists, Baptists, Quakers, 
Presbyterians, Duukards or 
Episcopalians, but only God can 
make Christians, This great 
work Jesus undertakes to do. 
He says, "all power in heaven 
and earth is given unto me, and 
I will build my church." There 
is no obstacle that J esus cannot 
overcome and remove. The 
church is bis workmanship. A 
moment's glance will show it. 
Let as, for oar instruction and 
encouragement, walk about Zion 
and consider it. We shall see 
that every stone is bright with 
the glory of God, 

E. Ma son. 


Thing* la General — SontejThings 
JP In Particular. 
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An opportunity is like a pin 
in the sweeping*; you catch sight 
of it just as it flies away from you 
and gets buried again. — Mrs 
Whitney. 


Our Home Work. — I dm neg 
lected to notice the baptism of a 
young man, one of oar Sunday 
School hoys. Trust he May de- 
velop" into a noble worler for 
Christ. Our congregations are 
very good. On the 
believe' there ie good sol 
ress We are under h 
penses, yet we have held 
"The Chnreh of God," 
hundred and . sixty 
were, at their last meeting, 
over three hundred dolla 
expenses taking all thi 
consideration, is greai 
theirs. This comparison, 
used to oast reflection 
good brethren, but to sh 
we are' doing more than 
Am sorry to report the eo 
absence of sister E. L 
owing to physical trouhl 
(mat she may *oon be wit' 
also Sister Cassel, who b 
ill since last January. Tru' 
has had a siege, bat he 
coming hack, slow, but t 
may be sure. Bro. aud 
Sands lost a dangbter. Dei 
sad, especially bo when a m 
leaves little ones behind 
God is both a Father and Mother. 
"The Gospel According to; Je- 
sus," — I have received a copy of 
Brother Mason's book, aud have 
read it with much pleasure. The 
writer has expressed his viewi in 
aa easy flowing man nor T b*Ua/*rh 
Masonic force. The point is easy 
to grasp and if you do not agree 
with the writer yon feel that he 
gives you the privilege of draw- 
ing your own conclusions, and 
will think just ts much of you. 
The book is neatly bound, well 
printed, and should, be read. I 
would like to see the edition 
exhausted. Oar cbarch has not, 
as a geueral thing, eustained lit- 
erature, and- never will accom- 
plish all she can accomplish, 
until more printing presses are 
in use. If any one would like to 
secure a copy ot Bro. Mason's 
book without money, write to the 
Tract Society, and they will put 
yon ia tbe way of getting a copy. 
But you had better order direct 
from Bro, Mason and give him 
all there is in it. 

Christmas an Advertisement 
for Christ. — Christ mas costumes, 
Gifts, ic, advertise Christ. They 
keep in the world's mind, the 
fact, that in the past there was a 
man born td whom all these 
things point, and getting the 
thoughts of men in that direction 
they are geting in a position to 
tlnow who Christ is. But while 
this ia bo, I cannot help but think 
that Christmas, like many good 
costumes, is much abased. In 
the bestowing of gifts, how frivo- 
lous and thoughtless some people 
are, and in tbe teaching of chil- 
dren how indifferent some are. 
It the money spent in the church 
at large for Christmas gifts bad 
been spent iu the College or 
some other good enterprise, bow 
much good would it have done, 
and then, it would have lived on 
after the giver had gone the way 
of all the earth. Christmas 
should be enjoyed and all tbe 
good dona possible for Christ's 
but neither should body, 


mind, nor business be abused in 
the bestowing of gifts. 

Good Common Sense. — A 
young man and woman were 
married. I was called upon to 
marry them, but illness prevented . 
I wrote them a letter containing 
some advice. Tbe young man 
was a so called conservative and 
the young lady a bo called pro 
gressive; the conservative was 
progressive enough and the pro- 
gressive was conservative enough 
to make a good team. In a very 
kind letter they say : "In the new 
life upon which we both have 
entered we feel that we have 
much to learn. So far we have 
been getting along splendidly. 
We agreed some time ago to 
never let our little differences in 
belief make any uupleasantneea 
between ue and I believe by 
trying we can keep to onr own 
row; he to his apd I to mine." 
The trouble bo often ie they stop 
trying, and allowing outside in- 
fineness to interfere, there is a 
clash. My two children in the 
above extract have hit tbe secret, 
and ii they keep on trying they 
will both ride after while, in the 
same boat, and I trust, after pass- 
iug through the storms of time, 
may reach the peaceful harbor 
of heaven. 

A Minister for Waynesboro, 
Pa.— Tbe town of Waynesboro 
is a live progressive town, the 
inhabitanta intelligent and social. 
When -visiting the pineal was 
struck with their hospitality. 
The churches bad no demonina 
tional smell, and yet I believe 
they were true to their convic- 
tions. We have eome good live 
members in the til ace, doing all 
the good they can, bat their 
influence is scattered, and does 
not tell like it would if brought 
to a focus. We need a church 
the town of Waynesboro. 


an exception, gentle end mild, 
loved by all who knew her. She 
was baptized and joined the 
Brethren church, Jan. 19,1884, 
and waa consistent iu her wjtka 
of life from first entering Christ 
until her death. Whilst *he was 
scoffed and cramped by "sub- 
jects" incarnate she bore up un- 
der all, and whipped buck the 
"enimissariea" with the sword of 
the righteous. Whilst upon her 
death bed with brain clear — to 
my wife who was by her bed side 
constantly every night and part 
of the day nursing an I em«oling 
until she felt asleep — she spoke 
calmly of her resignation ol this 
lite, and said if it was the Lord's 
will rhat hIic should die she waa 
ready and willing to go and 
pasaed away having a hope of 
the lite in the home beyond She 
died with typhoid fever, aged 21 
years, 4 months, and 2i days." 

When the linen are read we 
shall be rushing along in the new 
year. The past has gone, tbe 
future is before us, tbe present 
only is ours, wisely naing it, we 
may accomplish the object of oar 
creation. I wish you all a happy 
and profitable year. 

J«H» Dokb McFadbs. 


in 

From what I know, I believe in 
one year there could be gathered 
a good congregation, and a num 
ber of members. That chnreh 
would need a minister who had 
tbe confidence of the people, who 
had tbe cauae at heart, and who 
like one of old, loved his fellow 
man, and I have no doubt but 
that Bro. John Gebr is the man. 
His membership is in the church 
of Washington county, Md., 
and I suggest that the brethren 
in council assembled, see to it 
that the work takes shape, and 
the church by ber influence back 
up the work. The seed' is there, 
it only needs development. 

She Died in tbe Faith.— Bro. 
Wm. F. Hippeto, near Port Re- 
public, Va,, writes me of death 
ot Maggie Beahm. I knew the 
sister well, and was hurt to hear 
tbe news. Maggie was a con- 
sistent christian. I think our 
brother's words put the facts 
better than I could, hence I take 
the following extract from his 
letter; "I am sorry to say at 
this writing sister Kate is very 
much afflicted. Her disease 
seems to be a general prostra- 
tion of the nerves. She contract- 
ed a cold by waiting upon a 
dear sister in Christ, whom it has 
pleased the good Lord to take 
from our midst, one of your good 
Mends, Maggie Beam. She died 
the 12th, lasf Friday. She was 


Miami Valley Items. 

The last week all the churches 
have beeu very busy preparing 
for their Christmas entertain- 
ments. 

• TbeTlaasatft HilL Little York, 
Miamisbnrg, Farmeravjlle and 
Winchester churches made them- 
aelves very prominent. This 
shows there !b life bete. 

I was invited to so many, that 
I was really sorry I could not be 
with them all. The Miarniebarg 
was all that I bad the pleasure 
of visiting. 

There they bad quite a sub- 
stantial treat for the Sunday 
School scholars, and all that 
came ivere treated^ and still there 
was abundance left. 

The Miamisbnrg church bad 
nothing hut a plain simple treat. 
The presents consisting of candy, 
oranges, apples and appropriate 
books were displayed on a large 
table, and a lew bunches ot ever- 
greens here aud there to give ita 
Christmas appearance, were all 
thedecorationa. Aapeechbythe 
writer on how Christmas is kept 
in England and Wales, and sing- 
ing aud prayer were tbe pro- 
gram. Everybody enjoyed them- 
selves aud went away happy. 

We heard all the other church- 
es also had a good time, and 
were encouraged by the good 
opinions the different communi- 
ties had of them, 

On January 12th, I leave for 
Nappanee, Ind., to hold a few 
weeks' meetings. Wife and 
children expect to accompany me, 
so that we will not be liable to the 
terrible malady of anxiety and 
homesickness which has murder- 
ed ao many good meetings. 

Edward Mason. 


There is no use of lile but just 
to find out what it is tit tor us to 
do, and, doing it, it seems to be 
a little matter whether we live or 
die in it. God does not want 
oar work, bat oar willingness to 
work. — Hawthorne. 


